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better ensuring the: carrying into effect of 'these provi-
sions, for- the protection of all those who comply with
them, and for the especial benefit of the community,
none but those so duly qualified, legally licensed to
practise, and registered as such, shall be permitted
under sufficient and readily enforced restrictive provi-
sions to practice medicine or any of its branches,
whether in private or in public.
" That as tending to the due consolidation and

government of the profession, your Petitioners highly
approve of the establishment of a Supreme Council of
Health and Medical Education, and of the connection
of the profession, through the medium of sucb Council
With the Government, but they trust that in the con-
stitution of such Supreme Council of Health and
Medical Education, your Honourable House will see
fit to provide for a sufficient representation of the
interests of Medical Practitioners of whatever denomi-
tnation or grade, and that you will take into considera-
tion tbe claims of the numerous body of General
Practitioners, and of the Physicians and Surgeons
Tesident in the provinces, to some sbare in the deliber..
ations of the governing body."
Mr. Fearn, of Derby, seconded the motion, which

was carried unanimouslv.
Dr. Hastings moved and Dr. Streeten seconded-
"That the best thanks of the meeting be given

to. Dr. Heygate and the Members of the Associa-
tion resident at Derby, for the excellent arrangements
made to promote its objects."

Mr. Soden, of Bath, moved, and Mr. Terry, of
Leeds, seconded-
"That the thanks of the Meeting be given to the

Mayor of Derby, for the use of the Town Hall."
Mr. Soden, moved, and Dr. Baker, of Derby, se-

conded-
" That the cordial thanks of the meeting be given to

Dr. Robertson, for the manner in which he has con-
ducted the business of the day."
A vote of thanks was also passed on the motion of

Dr. Edwards, to Dr. Cowan, of Reading, for his zealous
and unremitting exertions in the exposure of quackery.

After the special business of the meeting had been
gone through, Mr. Martin, of Reigate, read a commu-
nication from the committee appointed at.Northampton
to consider the means of providing sound preliminary
education for the sons of medioal men. The substance
of this communication we shall hope to lay before our
readers on a future occasion.

LETTER FROM J. H. JAMES, ESQ., EXETER,
TO DR. ROBERTSON, PRESIDENT OF THE
ASSOCIATION.

TO TEEEDITOR OF THE PROVINCIAL MEDICAL AND
SURGICAL JOURNAL.

SIR,
A-few days before the special meeting at Derby, I

Teceived from Mr. James, of Exeter, one of our m6st
-alued Vice-Presidents, the following important letter.
Being anxious to lay'before the Association the en.
light6ned views it contains -as to the probable effects of

Sir James Graham's bill upon the class of General
Practitioners, I had intended to read it at full length
to the meeting, but the tinme was so completely absorbed
by the special business on which we met, that I waas
obliged to content myself with briefly stating the pur-
port of his observations. They are, however, so
weighty, that I think they ought to be fully made
known through your journal, as extensively as possible.

Since the date of Mr. James's letter, the Apothecaries'
Company have published an address inculcating a
similar view of the worlking of the bill to that which
had occurred to Mr. James. This independent testi-
mony to the same effect, coming from two different
sources, seems to confirm the reality of the danger
pointed out.

I am, Sir,
Yours faithfully,

A. ROBERTSON.
Northampton, Nov. 16,1844.

My dear Sir,-I regret that it will not be in my
power to attend the meeting at Derby, but as I fully
concur in the propriety of calling it, I do not thiuk it
right, after having had the honour of filling the situa-
tion I once occupied in the Association, over which you
now so ably preside, to be perfectly silent when the
great question of legislative enactment in the medical
profession is to be finally mooted.
Of the matters which are to be considered in the bill

of Sir James Graham, there are many which may be,
and I doubt not will be, better regulated at some future
time; and as no paramount evil would arise from their
not being pressed at this moment, I should hardly
think it would be wise to lessen the force of an appeal
to the Legislature, on the most important point before
us, namely, the necessity of preventing, if possible, the
direct encouragement given by this bill to practice with
inadequate qualification. Tlhat in reality will be its
most important effect, and I cannot suppose, that if the
matter were represented to the Legislature, in this, its
true light, the bill could be carried through Parliament
in its present sbape.

It should appear that the question is put before the
country, and too much considered both by persons in
and out of the profession, as if it were the encourage-
ment of qatckery, contemplated by the proposed repeal
of protecting enactments; or, the allowance of unli-
censed practice, as now existing. If this were so, I
should agree with its framers, and with the Edinburgh
College of Physicians, that the attempt to suppress
would be vain, but the real danger to be apprehended
is this, as I conceive-

1st. That if voung men, in the course of their edii-
cation, be allowed to think, that, failing to acquire
sufficient information to pass their examinations, they
might freely practice withotut doing so, the inevitable
result would be, that a great many would become
negligent, and the object of the bill, which proposes to
improve medical education, would be defeated by its
own enactments.

2nd. A large number of young. men would hence-
forward be purposely educated at small expense, and
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imperfectly, to praolice as they best might; thereby
re-estabhgsh}Ahe Apothecary of the. last century. As
Sir Robert Peel forcibly observed long since on the
currency question,1' that the guinea would not exist
by the side of the,one pound note ;" so it would not be
many yeari before the well-educated general practi-
tioner disappeared under such discouragement. The
closing the doors of public institutions against this
class of practitioners would be nugatory. The old
apothecary was not admitted, but throve notwithstand-
ing.
The question, it appears to me, is now viewed ac-

cording to its present bearing, rather than to its fututre
effects; but this is not the true way of viewing it.
The practice of druggists, (which surely ought not
to be encouraged bowever,) and the continuance of
vulgar quackery, are a mere nothing in comparison to
the evil which would result from turning aside the
present comparatively sound system of medical educa.
tion, and admitting an unlimited class of half-educated
practitioners.

It were much to be wished that Sir James Graham
had proposed as a preliminary measure to his bill, the
formation of a Council somewhat similar to that which
he now intends to be perpetual. Unlike the former
committee of the House of Commons, it would have
consisted of well selected members of the profession,
and intelligent men who were not. Like the Eccle-
siastical Commission, it might have obtained the requi-
site information,, and every class of practitioners in
the provinces as well as in the metropolis, might have
been beard, before a ch4nge of such important influ-
ence on their future interests were determined on. He
would then have obtained the gratitude of the pro-
fession, not only for endeavouring, but for accomplish-
ing its lasting good; as well as that of the public at
large inseparably united with it.

I must not occupy the valuable time of the meeting
more at l1ngti, but if you think the observations I
have offered of any value, you, will probably bring
them undet notice, as I do not see them expressed, at
all events very clearly, elsewhere.

I remain, my dear Sir,
Very faithfully yours,

J. H. JAMES, V. P.
Exeter, Nov. 8,1844.
P.S. Since the above was written, I bave received

this day, the circular from Dr. Streeten. The resolu-
tions to be proposed are, with little exception, very
proper, but neither they, nor any others I have seen,
set out the chief grouads for objecting to the openingl
medical practice to all, without bar.

SHEFFIELD MEDICAL SOCIETY.
THIRD MEETING, OCT. 31.

The President in the Chair.
NITRATE OF SILVER IN BED-SORES.

The President recalled to the recollection of the
Society a paper whieh he had read in a former session,
on the treatment of bed-sores by nitrate of silver.
Siece the last-session he had seen, through the kind.

ness of a friend, the same mode of t.et#aent rqcom-
mended by Dr. Graves, who, stated that he derived it
from Mr. Kirby, of Dublin, in a clinical lecture. at the
Meath Hospital, in the Session 1832-3, reported in
Ryan's Medical Journal, March 2, 1833. He had not
seen this before, and does not find it in Dr. Graves'
collected clinical lectures, and took this opportunity
of giving the merit to those who were justly entitled
to it.

FUNGUS HIAMATODE.S.

He then exhibited a preparation of a fungus
haematodes, arising in the antrum, and passing into
the mouth, of a woman, from the country. Its growth
had been very rapid, and it had been at first thought
by the patient to be a gum boil, to which she had
been subject. The haHmnorrhage had been very fre-
quent, and to a great extent, so much so as to produce
very great exhaustion. It was determined to tie the
carotid as a preliminary step to the removal of the
fungus, but the system was so prostmted that the
removal was not attempted, and the patient died in
three hours after the artery was tied. The antrum was
completely filled by the fungus, which passed out-
wards, and then turned inwards, filling the palate,
and rested on the tongue, impeding deglutition and
speech. The floor of the orbit showed the commence-
ment of absorption, and the sella turcica also presented
the appearance of disease.

PERFORATION OF THE ILEUM.

Dr. Favell exhibited a portion of the intestine taken
from the body of a young lady, aged 18 years, who
died a few days previously of severe and extensive
peritonitis, induced by perforation of the ileum. The
patient had been in delicate health for a considerable
time, and had suffered from three attacks of low fever
within a comparatively short period. She appeared to
be gradually recovering from the last attack, when, on
the 23d of October, she was suddenly seized with
severe abdominal pain, sickness, and other symptoms
of peritoneal inflammation; she died after much suf-
fering during the night of the 26th. On examining
the body after death, the whole of the peritoneal
covering of the intestines was observed intensely
injected, and the convolutions were adherent by coagu-
lable lymph. The pelvis contained a small quantity
of fluid feces; large patches of deep ulceration were
observed in the lining membrane of the ileuni and
Icacum, and two perforations, each about the size of a
split pea, were observed in the former intestine, about
six inches -from its junction with the latter. t¶.he
omentum was in a state of sphacelus.
Mr. Ray afterwards gave a more detailed accountof

the previous hi4tory of the case.
ANEURI5M OF TtE ABDOMINAL AORTA.

Dr. Branmon exhibited a specimen of aneurism of
the abdommnal aorta, taken from an infirmary paiient,
aged 33, a table-blade forger, of intemperate habits,
who died suddenly on the td of Otober. The
aneurismal tumour originated n6-r w`osite the point
'where the cmeliac artery is givedl'iff; the sac was of con.
siderable size, and embraced four of the vertebrt, the
bodies of which were deeply eWtvated. The sac itself
was ruptured in two places, and more than a qutartof
coagulated blood was found between the peritoheum
and the muscles; the left kidney was buried in the
clot. The man continued at his employment tiU


